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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 14863 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, EUR, GW, UR 

SUBJECT: BREZHNEV VISIT TO FRG 

REF: BONN 15831 

1 . SUMMARY. FRG AMBASSADOR SAYS VISIT ANNOUNCEMENT 
HANDLED ENTIRELY IN BONN, AND STRONGLY DOUBTS IT WAS 
SOLICITED BY BONN, THOUGH IT WAS ALMOST CERTAINLY CLEARED THERE. 
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HAD DECIDED SCHMIDT WILL PROBABLY WIN, SUGGESTING THIS 
EXPLAINS TIMING. END SUMMARY. 

2. AT QUADRIPARTITE MEETING SEPT 21, FRG AMBASSADOR 
SAHM SAID THE INVITATION TO VISIT BONN HAD BEEN EXTENDED 
TO BOTH BREZHNEV AND KOSYGIN AND ACCEPTED DURING 
SCHMIDT S VISIT TO MOSCOW. HE DID NOT BELIEVE BONN 

HAD SOLICITED THE DECISION TO ANNOUNCE THE VISIT, 

ALTHOUGH IT WAS ALMOST CERTAINLY CLEARED IN BONN. HOWEVER, 
NONE OF THE ARRANGEMENTS HAD TAKEN PLACE THROUGH THE 
FRG EMBASSY IN MOSCOW. HE WOULD NOT SPECULATE ON 
SOVIET INTENTIONS, OFFERING ONLY THAT IT WAS PRACTICALLY 
IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE VISIT TO TAKE PLACE BEFORE THE 
ELECTION. 

3. IN CONVERSATION WITH ACTING POL COUNSELOR SEPT 21, 

USA MAGAZINE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF (AND OLD GERMAN HAND) 
BEREZHKOV AGREED THAT VISIT SEEMED INTENDED TO HELP 
SCHMIDT. AND VOLUNTEERED THAT THE LEADERSHIP (AS WELL 
AS HE HIMSELF) HAD PRETTY WELL DECIDED THAT SCHMIDT 
WILL BE RETURNED OCT 3, ALTHOUGH THE MAJORITY MAY BE 
SMALL. VISIT CANNOT TAKE PLACE BEFORE THE ELECTION, 

HE SAID, AND SINCE IT IS IN SCHMIDT'S NAME, IF HE 
LOSES IT WILL HAVE TO BE RECONSIDERED. 

4. COMMENT. BEREZHKOV'S REMARKS ADD ANOTHER POSSIBLE 
MOTIVE TO THOSE CONSIDERED REFTEL: THAT SOVIETS MAY 
SEE THEMSELVES AS CLIMBING ON A MINI-BANDWAGON, RATHER 
THAN TRYING TO HELP AN ENDANGERED SCHMIDT. 
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